INTRODUCTION
Cows which have been adapted to tropical conditions are generally considered to mature late and to have irregular oestrous cycles associated with a short oestrus and poor signs of heat. In order to test these assumptions, the oestrous cycle was studied in the Angoni, Barotse and Boran breeds of cattle found in Central Africa. The increasing application of artificial insemination in this area underlines the necessity for this type of study.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
A total of fifty-five cows-twenty-one Angoni (Zebu), sixteen Boran (Zebu) and eighteen Barotse Bane & Rajakoski (1961) (Nalbandov & Casida, 1942; Asdell, Alba & Roberts, 1949; Hansel & Trimberger, 1952 If one assumes that cattle in a tropical environment are exposed to extreme temperature stress, a high preponderance of silent ovulations would be expected (Hafez, 1962; Bond, 1967) . This was not borne out by the present results as silent ovulation occurred in only 13% of all cycles. In animals with silent ovulation, the changes in the vestibule and cervical os were not diagnostic, a finding which is not in agreement with the hypothesis of Bane & Rajakoski, (1961) .
